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As we head into the “love” season,
everyone thinks about showing their
love to those closest to them. Loving
others should be an everyday thing, not
just reserved for one day of the year. And loving
others doesn’t mean just buying them flowers and
candy. It means serving them: taking a meal to a
family with a new baby; cleaning the house of
someone who isill; or simply sharing a smile with a
stranger. Be like Jesus, who first loved us.
-Melissa Barth
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For centuries women have been made to

feel subservient to men. The scriptures

have been interpreted in such a way as to

serve as “proof” that God's natural order is
males are the dominant beings and women are to
retain subservient roles. The belief that a woman is
not “qualified” to minister to men is not only
biblicaly insubstantial, but also a form of spiritual
bondage that has kept women stagnant to the call of
God on their lives. In his book titled 10 Lies the
Church Tells Women, author J. Lee Grady helps to
dispel the myths that are so prevaent in churches
today. Stop by Tree of Life to pick up a copy at the
sale price of $9.59 (reg. price $11.99).

Judy Wright...

| have been married to Bob for 44 years

and have 4 children and 5 grandchildren. |

work at Bryn Mawr Rehab in the nursing

office. We have been attending Living
Faith Church for 6 years. | minister at the Prayer
Stations every 2" and 4" Saturday in West Chester. |
thank God for the opportunity to “serve Him with
gladness.”

As a Christian woman having a desire to fulfill the
purpose God has placed on my life, | have, like so
many other women, faced spiritual persecution.
Whether directly or indirectly, | have been led to
believe that because of my gender, God cannot use
me in certain aspects of ministry as well as outside
the church. Unfortunately, many of the comments
have been made by church leaders or other
Christians who have misinterpreted scripture to
place women in the role of “helper.” The Holy
Spirit is referred to in John as our Counselor, which
in the original Greek translates as “one who is
called alongside to help.” (The Quest Study Bible)
Are we to believe then that the Spirit is submissive
to man? Of course not! In Hebrews 13:6, it states,
“SO we say with confidence, “The Lord is my
Helper; 1 will not be afraid. What can man do to
me?” To say that a woman should be in a
subservient role is to deny her her God-ordained
calling. Who has the right to say God's calling is a
mistake? Take your positions, women of God, and

be ready for Him to use you in mighty ways!
(Chrissy Feldman)




Unselfish

For | have come down from heaven
not to do my will but to do the will of
Him who sent me. —John 6:38

As Deborah Walls walked into the

house, she was mad enough to shoot
flames. “Mrs. Rice made us move agan!” she
complained to her mother. “Deb, you know she
doesn’'t like you and your friends to hang out in
front of her house,” Mrs. Walls said. Deborah
fingered her strawberry-blonde ponytail. “Mom, |
thought the park bench was public property!” “Yes,
but it's in front of her house.” Mrs. Walls smiled.
“And Deb, you do tend to attract a lot of kids.” “I
can't help that, Mom!” Deborah made friends
easily. Many of her friends had come to know Jesus
because of her. “Anyway, it's not fair!” “Deb, don’t
forget Mrs. Rice lost a daughter who would’ ve been
in 6™ grade like you are now. | think seeing you
around reminds her of what she lost.” Deborah
thought about that. “So, WWJD?’" Mrs. Walls said
with a grin. “Huh?’ Deborah asked. “What would
Jesus do in this situation?” “1’m not the one who's
selfish!” “Deborah.” “Okay, okay! Maybe | can get
my friends to hang out someplace else” She
paused. “Maybe | could also make Mrs. Rice some
cookies or something.” “I think she'd like that.”

How was Deborah encouraged to be unselfish?
How would you respond to Mrs. Rice? Why?

(Taken from God & Me 2, Devotions for Girls Ages 10-12 by Linda
Washington & Jeanette Dall)

| was looking a my cell phone today and realized
that it was a blessing received because of credit;
good credit. About a month ago | had a phone that
was on its last leg. The phone screen was blank and
| was finding numbers in my phonebook by
memory. It was pretty pathetic. Eventually it died
and | found myself in the cell phone store ready to
spend big money for a new one. To my surprise the
salesperson had looked into my account and told me
that because of how | had faithfully paid my bill on
time and in full that | had accumulated a large credit
toward a new phone. There was so much credit that
| got a new phone for free and because there was a
rebate on the phone the store actually ended up
owing me! | learned a lesson that day that has stuck
with me. Did you know that when you spend your
quiet time with God each day reading and praying

you are building credit? You are building
creditability with God by letting him know that you
don’'t just go to him when you want or need
something, but because you desire a better
relationship with Him. That's important because
God is not a “genie” that you demand things from
when you feel like it. God is a father who desires
relationship with His children and wants to bless
them. So as we enter this year of 2006, make it a
habit to build up your relationship credit with God
this year. When you are connected to God in an
intimate relationship, He not only responds to your
needs before you have them, he adds extra to it.
Have ablessed New Y ear!

(Gabe Savage, Y outh Director at Living Faith Church)

One Sunday after church a mom asked her very
young daughter what the lesson was about. The
daughter answered, “Don’'t be scared, you'll get
your quilt.”

Puzzled, the mom called the Sunday School teacher
and asked for an explanation.

“This morning’'s lesson?’ the teacher recalled. “It
was Be Not Afraid, thy Comforter is Coming.”

(taken from: Laughter From Heaven by Barbara Johnson)

Congratulations to Susan Brown! She

had the correct answer to last month's

question and her name was drawn for a

~> FREE gift certificate!l The question

was. What did Paul suggest Timothy

should take for his frequent illnesses? The answer
is: Wine.

This month’s question: Where did Jesus move to
after leaving Nazareth?

a.) Jerusalem
b.) Capernaum
c.) Cana

d.) Bethany

Cal or E-Mail us with the correct answer by
February 15" and your name will be put into the
drawing!
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Fruitful Returnsis our rewards program. Every time
you spend $100 you get $5 toward your next
purchase! We will no longer be having a free gift
drawing. Our final winner isEileen Cecilia!
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Adult:
Battlefield of the Mind Devotional, Joyce Meyer

The 7 Love Agreements, Douglass Weiss

Young Adult
Sex 180: The Next Revolution, Chip Ingram & Tim
Walker

Children:
Big Bad Bible Bullies, Scott Hagan

A Little Child Shall Lead Them, John Pomery
Tell Me About God, Karyn Henley

Bibles:
The Message Bible, numbered edition

Music:
Greatest Hymns, Selah

Grown, Kendall Payne

If 1 had one chance to tell you something, Rebecca
St. James

| Have to Believe, Rita Springer

A Piece of My Passion, Juanita Bynum (January 16™)
Timeless, Katinas
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Battlefield of the Mind Devotional, Joyce Meyer
Beginner’s Bible, Karyn Henley

IWorship: A Total Worship Experience, 2CD set
Lord of the Beans, VeggieTales, DVD

Godstrong Accountability Bands

Wassail Mix

Cookbooks
Valentine's Day Cards & Gifts
Magazines — Charisma, New Man, Spirit-Led
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Be sure to check out our ongoing clearance sale!
West Chester University students receive 10%
off their purchases with student ID.
Senior citizens (65+) receive 10% off their
purchases.
Anyone purchasing 10+ of the same item will
receive 10% off.
We honor competitor’s coupons and prices.
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Cheddar Cheese Soup
3 tblsp. unsalted butter
1 small onion, finely chopped
3 carrots, chopped
2 stalks celery, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
cup all-purpose flour
1 cup chicken broth
2 cups half and half
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese

In a soup pot, melt butter over low heat and sauté
onion, carrots, celery, and garlic 15 minutes or until
tender. Stir in flour blending well, then add chicken
broth. Cook over medium heat, stirring frequently
until thick and bubbly. Stir in half and half and

cheese. Heat until cheeseis melted. Serves 4-6.
(Taken from Good Cooking Habits by Sr. Karol Jackowski)

Creating Healthier Lives
Shaklee Wellness Products
15% off first order
Contact Diane McCracken at 610-627-
2012 or visit the website at
www.restoreyourcells.com.

) $ ) $
20% off 20% off

one regularly priced item.

Not to be combined.
One coupon per customer.

Not to be combined.
One coupon per customer.

i one regularly priced item.

Woman
Christian American Flag

Valid January 1-15, 2006. Valid January 16-31, 2006.

) 8 ) $
it o 20% off 20% off
glftS' one regularly priced item. one regularly priced item.

Not to be combined.
One coupon per customer.
Valid February 16-28, 2006.

Not to be combined.
One coupon per customer.
Valid February 1-15, 2006.
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(thru Jan. 14™) X
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